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January 2020 
 
“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38and let the 
one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has 
said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of 
living water.’” (John 7:37b-38, NRSV) 
 
Ralph Merriam is the E.L.C.A. Lutheran 
World Relief (LWR) regional representative 
for the Central American region known as 
“the Northern Triangle.” In particular, he is 
engaged in the LWR response to 
unprecedented drought in El Salvador that 
has left crops decimated and over two million 
people suffering. He is quoted in a recent 
LWR notice as saying he has “’never seen a 
situation as critical as that I observed in 
southwestern El Salvador….’” (lwr.org). 
Mr. Merriam has been serving the region for 
20 years. 
 
According to the news outlets of NPR and 
the BBC, across the world in Ethiopia and 
Egypt, a “water war” is brewing over a mega 
hydro-electric dam being constructed by 
Ethiopia on the Nile River. It is reported that 
75% of Ethiopians lack electricity (let that 
sink in!) and also that 85% of Egyptians 
receive their water from the Nile. The dam 
that would provide for improved life in 
Ethiopia could reduce the quality of life in 
Egypt. 
 
In the United States, we also are familiar with 
battles over water from irrigation rights to 
drought to whether or not one is caring about 
the environment based on the type of water 
bottle one uses. Each of us in this 
congregation likely knows someone within a 
few degrees of separation who has struggled 
with a well that has run dry, or even helped 
such suffering families to secure water.  

 
Recently, our Council Executive Committee 
joined in an historic meeting with the Pine 
Street Lutheran Church Executive 
Committee, Pr. Gretchen Johansson, and 
Bishop Collins to discuss our own “great 
divide” over water – specifically the canal that 
runs through our town, which is nearly 
invisible today due to construction, roadways, 
and bridges that did not exist in the mid-
1800s. It was in that time period that our two 
congregations became distinct entities as a 
result of the divide of the canal. 
 
Why does water divide when we expect water 
to unite? 
 
I think the answer lies in our humanity. As 
human beings, we make choices that are often 
according to our belief systems, and also very 
often not so. We engage in practices that tend 
to limit the power and needs of others to 
serve our own needs, which can be seen in the 
brewing battle between Ethiopia and Egypt.  
 
Yet, we also believe in the sacrament of 
baptism, that in our baptism into Christ, we 
are healed and gifted to be servant leaders for 
a divided and troubled world. The irony we 
live out is that the same element over which 
we fight for life is the very element in which 
we begin a life in Christ that is to unite us. 
 
The question foremost on my mind is then 
how do we, as believing followers of Christ, 
live out the Gospel? How do we respond to 
Christ’s command and call? 
 
As I began writing this month’s Pause, I 
wanted to simply end the article there, leaving 
you with a question that would hopefully 
challenge you. The Holy Spirit has led me to 



raise up some efforts within our community, 
however. So, I pray you read on. 
 
Lutheran World Relief, ELCA World Hunger 
Appeal, and Lutheran Disaster Response are 
but three expressions of how we can and do 
respond to God’s love in Christ, by reaching 
out to those in need on a very large scale. By 
benevolence to the Upper Susquehanna 
Synod, and at times by special collection or 
event, we as a congregation give to and 
support these valuable and much needed 
organizations. 
 
Another response to Christ is The Clean 
Heart Program, which is a wholly home-
grown outreach effort of Trinity Lutheran 
Church. In response to the lack of foresight 
within the public assistance program, our 
congregation instituted, by member response, 
a paper goods supply for the community. 
Paper goods, including feminine products of 
all things, are not covered under the program 
known as “SNAP.” Donations of goods and 
money (to purchase the goods) are 
coordinated by our member, Eddy May 
Ulrich. The bags of goods are given each 
month during Night of Joy. 
 
What is “Night of Joy?” For many years, 
Trinity Lutheran Church has responded to the 
need in the community to provide meals as 
much as possible. The last Tuesday of the 
month (around the time that assistance dollars 
would be running out for most people), a 
meal is provided by the dedicated servants of 
Christ in the fellowship hall. The meal is open 
to whomever arrives. 
Trinity is the host site for the ecumenical and 
community-led Jubilee Kitchen that serves a 
community meal each Saturday for lunch. 
Those meals are hosted by volunteer 
organizations. While not a Trinity created 
program, our member Nancy Davies serves as 
the director for Jubilee Kitchen. 
 
There are a number of other Outreach 
Committee programs that are provided by 

Trinity’s members, serving the community at 
large. I’ve not even touched on the local food 
bank…come to church January 12 and you’ll 
hear a Temple Talk from Joe Muscato all 
about it! 
 
Our reality is that we all have basic needs for 
life – food, water, shelter. By divisions, poor 
distribution, power plays, and happenchance, 
some people don’t even have those basic 
needs met. Believing followers of Christ 
respond in love. A few examples in this article 
and our participation in those efforts 
demonstrate how as little as 40 and as many as 
40 million people are reached as God uses us 
as God intends for all. 
 
As our historic Trinity and Pine Street talks 
continue, I am even more hopeful about how 
possible ministry efforts together will amplify 
and expand the ways in which God uses us, 
God’s servants. 
 
A final thought…this month we celebrate the 
Baptism of Our Lord. May it remind us of our 
baptism into Christ to seek out water equity 
and to proclaim God’s love. 
 
Let us never thirst again. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OUR CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL                 
President – Gary Kurtz, Mutual Ministry 

Vice President – Joe Muscato,  
Communications 
 
Secretary – Kathy Knarr, Stewardship 
 
Evangelism & Fellowship – Brenda Reber 
 
Property – Gary Patterson 
 
Finance – Jim Kishbaugh 
 
Memorial Committee – Joe Shepperson 
 
Grace Fund – Don Holdren 
 
Christian Education – Abby Miller 
 
Music & Worship – Zac Miller 
 
Outreach & Nurturing – Peg Reed 
 
Youth Ministries – Betsy Reed 
 
 

The next regular Council Meeting 
will be January 23rd at 7:00 PM 
 
Deadline for the February 
newsletter will be January 22 
@9:00AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF 

 
Custodian – Ed Haas 

 
Assistant Custodian – Shawn Haas 

 
Church Organist – Carol Payne 

 
Choir Director – Dave Ruths 
 
Church Secretary – Donna Evans 
 
Treasurer – Tom Summers 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 19, 2020 
 

Following Worship Service 
 

to Approve Annual Budget 
 

Receive Annual Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Stewards in Christ 

Danville Area 

Food Bank  

January 

Canned Vegetables 

  

Good Samaritan  

Mission 

                            

The Gate House 

Transitional  

Housing 

  

Trinity Lutheran 

Church Grace Fund 

 

Upper Susquehanna 

Synod Local Congregation 

Support, 

 

Global Partnerships 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

World Hunger Appeal, 

 

Lutheran World Relief, 

 

Lutheran Disaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAILING ADDRESS FOR TRINITY: 

241 East Market Street 
P. O. BOX 417 

DANVILLE, PA. 
17821 

 

                     Phone: 570-275-0283 
Fax:     570-275-6209 

Pastor’s Days Off—Friday & Saturday 

E-MAIL 

trinitylutheran@ptd.net 

FACEBOOK 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Danville Pa. 

WEB SITE 

www.tlcdanvillepa.org 

 

 

 

  

Readdressing from 2016: 
Did you notify the church of your 
address change? Post Office is no 
longer forwarding mail. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January Birthdays 
 

Jan   2 Jane Reedy, Lori Rider, Natalia Tyrell 

Jan   3 Ed Dempsey, Andrew Jones 

Jan   5 Carmela Seidel 

Jan   9 Jamey Shade 

Jan 10 Brad Lewis 

Jan 11 Ed Haas 

Jan 13 Leigh Lehr 

Jan 16 Jodi Sassaman 

Jan 19 Allyson Meritt 

Jan 21 Jude Kurtz 

Jan 25 Chris Dempsey, Zachary Miller 

Jan 28 Laura Ashenfelder 

Jan 29 Carl Smith, Gladys Haas, Genevive  

            Shade 

Jan 31 Chris Hendrickson, Brett Hampton 

 

 

 

Trinity Dinner Club  
 January 9, 2020 
5:00PM @ Olive Garden 
 
 
Night of Joy 

January 28th @4:00PM 

 

 ****Deadline for information for 

the weekly bulletin is Wednesday 

morning at 9:00AM 

 

 

 
TAKING DOWN THE GREENS 
JANUARY 5TH AFTER SERVICE 
HELP IS NEEDED!! 

JANUARY FLOWERS 
Jan.   5  Open 
Jan.  12  IMO Jack Husson by The 
                                                Family 
Jan.  19  Open 
Jan.  26  IMO J. Robert & Miriam  
              Mullen by Carol Payne 
 

                      
JANUARY BULLETINS 

Jan.   5  Open 
Jan.  12  IMO Jack Husson by The  
                                               Family 
Jan.  19  Open 
Jan.  26  Open 

 

 
 

      
UPCOMING DATES: 

 
Jan.   4 9:00AM Jubilee Kitchen  
             starts up for 2020 
Jan.   5 Taking Down the Greens 
Jan.   9 Trinity Dinner Club @Olive  
             Garden 
Jan.  19 Annual Congregational  
             Meeting following service 
Jan.  28 Night of Joy @4:00PM 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



THE LIBRARY CORNER 
 
May the Joy of Christmas continue to bless 
through the coming year. Those of us who 
work in the library are ready to move ahead so 
that we can remove stickers that say “not for 
circulation” on books and DVD’s. We are 
cataloging them and shelving. Trinity’s library 
is increasing as a learning tool and a source of 
enjoyment. 
 
Please remember our pamphlet collection at 
each entrance to the library. After you look 
and avail yourself of those that are significant 
for you, please step into the library itself and 
accept the help the librarian is ready to give 
right after the service. Betty Husson has been 
the librarian many Sundays. I have waited to 
help you on other Sundays. Please come! 
 
See you in the library. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Eleanor Sandmeyer 
 
 

 

 

Prayer List 
Rhonda Brouse 

Eric Brouse 
Ruth Campbell 

Al Churm 
Jude Kurtz 

Sylvia Lewis 
Robert Madden 

Kate Siats 
Charlotte Stetler 

Cora Witmer 
Dave 

Elaine 
 

To the Family & Friends of: 

 

 
Serving in Our Military 

Collin Arndt 
Jay Brennan 

Rob Bromwell 
Andrew Deck 
Michael Deck 
Rob DeWire 

Derek R. Kirkner 
Garrett Krum 

Jason Lee 
Jason McCann 

T. R. Marks 
J. T. Mullen 

 Tyler Quinton  
Dalton Semiclose            

Kurt Wimble 

                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastor's Schedule: 

Church Offices:  You can access all church offices by the East Market Street entrance. Church 

Office Hours are Monday 10:00AM -1:00PM., Tuesday-Friday 9:00AM-1:00PM 

 E-mail: trinitylutheran@ptd.net  Pastor’s e-mail: pastortlc@ptd.net  

Please call the office at 570-275-0283 to schedule appointments to meet with pastor. Office Hours 

are Monday & Thursday 10:00AM—Noon. Pastoral Care emergencies should be made to the pastor 

regardless of day and time at 570-486-3792. 

 Thank you! 

Pastor Trevor  

Pastoral Emergencies 

The Pastor’s emergency number is his personal phone number as published in the member 

directory.  Please be sure to add this number to your speed dial on your home phone, on your cell 

phone, or both. Pastor can receive text messages, also. 

Please contact the pastor directly when there is an urgent pastoral need (an emergency visit to the 

hospital, accident, coping situations, family death).  Please let the pastor know when there is a 

change in residence (such as from assisted living to the hospital, even if temporary).  We currently are 

not advised by area hospitals of when our members and member relatives are admitted, so we depend very heavily on 

the contact you make to the pastor and/or to the church office. Remember!  All medical emergencies require 

you to call 9-1-1! 

 
 

 

A very big Thank You to Sherry Derr for painting the outdoor Nativity 
                                 Display. Job well done.        
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FINANCE 
  

CURRENT ACCOUNT—November 2019 
  

 
 INCOME:  
 
Member Giving                                         $   12,431.24 
Rents                                                                1,275.00 
Grace Fund                                                           15.00 
Bulletins                                                                80.00 
Flowers                                                                287.50  
Haney {Invesco}                                                 182.12 
Wells Fargo Interest                                          2,078.53  
 
  
 
  
  
TOTAL INCOME:                                $     16,349.39          
  
  
EXPENSES: 
 
Pastor & Staff Compensation                    $      16,277.37  
Music & Worship                                                  965.00 
Parish Administration                                            981.49 
Church Property                                                 3,396.99 
Apt. 1 339 Church Street                                       824.33 
Apt. 2 343 Church Street                                         72.40 
Property Insurance                                             1 ,025.00 
Ministry Expense                                                     73.69   
Education/Outreach                                              479.18  
Grace Fund                                                              60.00  
  
  
  
TOTAL EXPENSES:                             $      24,155.45                                         
   
  
   

NETLOSS/SURPLUS YTD ACTUAL    $  {18,645.24}    

 


