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‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  (Jesus 
Christ’s response to one of Satan’s temptations in the 
wilderness. Matthew 4:7, NRSV).  
 
“‘Sin boldly!’” (Martin Luther in a letter in 1521 to 
Philip Melanchthon in response to a number of questions 
about the developments we call ‘The Reformation.’)  
 
If both the quotes above are read together as 
they’re presented, you might be inclined to 
question ‘Why Lutheranism” when it would 
appear from this particular context that Luther’s 
views were the opposite of Christ’s teaching.  
 
The fact is that these two quotes are not from the 
same point in time, are not in reference one to 
another, and are both taken out of context when 
simply quoted or stated. They are especially well 
out of context when presented together.  
 
When Jesus was confronted with temptation, 
presented in the biblical witness by Matthew as 
Satan (ha’Satan, the tempter, the doubter, etc. in 
ancient Hebrew texts), Jesus responded to 
Scriptural reference (Psalm 91)  with Scriptural 
reference (Deuteronomy 6). In our current state of 
reality, with social distancing, masking, and other 
measures including continued suspension of 
events due to the COVID-19 virus, there are calls 
from various groups to “not put God to the test.” 
Some refer to the continuation of cautious actions 
to be a testing of God’s faithfulness to the people; 
others call this quote out in reference   
to returning in-person events as a testing of God’s 
will for the people.  
 
To use Jesus’ reference from Matthew in these 
ways, I believe, is improper and takes the quote 
out of context entirely. God has indeed already 
judged us and has judged us worthy of grace, love, 
mercy and peace for Christ has lived, walked, 
resurrected, and ascended to power at God’s right 
hand. The promised Savior has been given and we 
are indeed saved by grace. The actions we take, 
then, are actions we take based upon God’s gift of 

science, the spiritual guidance from the Holy Spirit 
in prayer, and the faith that Christ walks along 
with us in love and mercy.  
  
I think that when we use Jesus’ words out of 
context to call upon what we do or do not agree 
with simply shames a group of people with whom 
we don’t agree. Perhaps if Jesus were texting us in 
response to this misuse of his words, we’d receive 
a eye roll emoji from him. To shame someone is 
to judge them and judgement belongs to the Lord. 
The Lord has already judged us. Then, let us make 
prayerful and well-guided decisions about how we 
have responded to, and continue to respond to, 
this virus.  
 
Luther’s words are also out of context, as noted 
already. Luther actually was writing to 
Melanchthon in response to Melanchthon’s 
despair about issues arising from the movement 
we call The Reformation. Luther had given a 
number of responses in several paragraphs (he 
could write and speak at great length) and then 
summarized his letter to his friend and colleague 
writing, “If you are a preacher of mercy, do not preach an 
imaginary but the true mercy. If the mercy is true, you must 
therefore bear the true, not an imaginary sin. God does not 
save those who are only imaginary sinners. Be a sinner, and 
let your sins be strong (or “Sin boldly”), but let your trust 
in Christ be stronger, and rejoice in Christ who is the victor 
over sin, death, and the world.”  
 
Luther’s words are not instruction to be rash, or 
to take action that brings harm to self and to 
others. To ‘sin boldly’ does not mean the same as 
social disobedience or as social obedience to the 
greater whole. In truth, Luther was telling 
Melanchthon, a fellow preacher of the Gospel, to 
be honest about sin. Where sin occurs, all 
believers should not hide it as a way to fein 
righteousness, but rather should call it out to the 
Lord and receive forgiveness. To sin boldly means 
to be bold in the proclamation that God is indeed 
faithful and God indeed forgives. Grace has been 
given in Christ by God, therefore sin, while not to 
be sought and repeated, should indeed be 
confessed and cleansed anew with God’s 
proclaimed forgiveness.  



That means, here again in our current situation as 
a community, state, country, world, we do not say, 
“sin boldly,” as if it were a command to act 
irrationally in a time of great need of 
understanding and care. Instead, we show love 
and consideration for one another.   
 
[One of my favorite statements that we’ve heard 
over and over through this pandemic is 
‘Remember - your mask protects me and my mask 
protects you.’ It’s a summarization of showing 
love for neighbor regardless of one’s state of 
illness or wellness. It’s a simple act that shows 
love, one for another. It’s actually a quite beautiful 
experience allowing us to physically live out 
Christ’s command to us - and coming out of a  
pandemic, nonetheless!  God will reach us in every 
moment in every way, indeed.]  
 
As God’s Scriptural promises are not to be tested 
out of doubt, or as a self-righteous show of faith, 
neither should our sins be hidden by not 
confessing to the Lord. To boldly confess sin and 
know God’s forgiveness is true and honest, is to 
know God will judge us in righteousness. To hide 
sin away and to lay claim to grace cheaply by such 
deceit is a mockery of the very Lord who has 
given us grace in love.  
 
As these days continue to unfold, and shaming 
does occur (sadly), do your best, as I will also try, 
to remember to take all in context, not in 
soundbytes. Remember to not confuse one 
response with another simply because it fits our 
viewpoint. Rather, let us remember we are saved 
by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ and 
that we are to simply love one another as Christ 
first loved us.   
 
Context. Love. Bold proclamation of the truth - 
whether it be the truth of our sin or the truth of 
our faith. Stand firm in all this.  
 
Go in faith for your sins are forgiven. Thanks be 
to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OUR CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL & MINISTRY CHAIR PEOPLE                
President – Gary Kurtz, Mutual Ministry, Chair – Linda Harvey 
Vice President – Joe Muscato, Communications, Co-Chairs Colleen Ruths, Joe Muscato 
Secretary – Kathy Knarr, Stewardship, Chair 
Evangelism & Fellowship – Brenda Reber, Chair – Linda Tessarvich 
Property – Gary Patterson, Co-chairs – Wayne Tessarvich, Ed Haas 
Finance – Jim Kishbaugh, Chair – Barry Ashenfelder 
Memorial Committee – Joe Shepperson, Chair – Karen Humphries 
Grace Fund – Don Holdren, Chair – Dale Erb 
Christian Education – Abby Miller, Chair – Jennifer McWilliams 
Music & Worship – Zac Miller, Chair – Dave Ruths 
Outreach & Nurturing – Peg Reed, Co-Chairs, Kim Rock, Linda Harvey 
Youth Ministries – Betsy Reed, Chair- Betsy Reed 
 

The next regular Council Meeting will be June 25th at 7:00 PM  
 
 
CHURCH STAFF 
Custodian – Ed Haas 
Assistant Custodian – Shawn Haas 
Church Organist – Carol Payne 
Choir Director – Dave Ruths 
Church Secretary – Donna Evans 
Treasurer – Tom Summers 
 
 
Trinity Dinner Club  
 June 2020 - SUSPENDED 
 

Night of Joy 

SUSPENDED UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE 

Jubilee Kitchen 
 
SUSPENDED UNTIL 
 
FURTHER NOTICE 

 
 
 
 
 

NOTE! 
 

NO MONTHLY CALENDAR FOR 
JUNE 

 
NO SERVICE MINISTER’S 

SCHEDULE FOR JUNE 
 

IF THIS CHANGES THEY WILL BE 
SENT UNDER SEPARATE COVER 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stewards in Christ 

Danville Area 

Food Bank  

June 

Noodles & Macaroni 

  

Good Samaritan  

Mission 

                            

The Gate House 

Transitional  

Housing 

  

Trinity Lutheran 

Church Grace Fund 

 

Upper Susquehanna 

Synod Local Congregation 

Support, 

 

Global Partnerships 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

World Hunger Appeal, 
 

Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Disaster 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

MAILING ADDRESS FOR TRINITY: 

241 East Market Street 
P. O. BOX 417 

DANVILLE, PA. 
17821 

 

                     Phone: 570-275-0283 
Fax:     570-275-6209 

Pastor’s Days Off—Friday & Saturday 

E-MAIL 

trinitylutheran@ptd.net 

FACEBOOK 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Danville, Pa. 

WEB SITE 

www.tlcdanvillepa.org 
 

 
June Birthdays 
June   2  Marty Palm 

June   3  June Reich 

June   5  Rhonda Brouse 

June   6  Virginia McWilliams 

June   9  Erin Fitzpatrick 

June 11  Matt Hoeger 

June 12  Eric Dempsey 

June 14  Carl Swartzlander 

June 15  Charlotte Stetler 

June 17  Brian Haas, Susan Marcoz 

June 18  Jackson Randler 

June 19  Holly Carlson, Jean Oberdorf 

June 21  Dan Feldmann 

June 23  Tyrus Kendrick 

June 24  John Carlson, Robert Madden 

June 27  Nancy Davies, Jennifer 

               McWilliams   

June 28  Clare Charlton 

June 29  Kristi Mertz 

June 30  Emma Gordner, AaronWarntz 

 

 

 

 



JUNE FLOWERS 
June  7 IMO Howard & Grace Webb 
             By Barry & Laura Ashenfelder 
June 14 IMO Robin Hampton 
              By Family 
              IMO Marian Kurtz 
              By Kurtz Family 
June 21 IMO Evelyn & Lloyd Spayd 
              By Sam & Randi Spayd 
June 28 IMO Father, Robert Morgan 
              By Jodi Hendrickson 
  
Note: Altar Flowers have increased by $1.00 
to $36.00 a set. 
 
If services are still suspended, flowers will 
not be ordered 
 

                      
JUNE BULLETINS 

June  7 IMO Howard & Grace Webb 
             By Barry & Laura Ashenfelder 
June 14 IMO Evelyn & Lloyd Spayd 
             By Sam & Randi Spayd 
             IMO Marian Kurtz 
             By Kurtz Family 
June 21 IMO Loved Ones 
             By Ray & Peg Fryling 
             IMO Evelyn & Lloyd Spayd 
             By Sam & Randi Spayd 
June 28 IMO Father, Robert Morgan   
              By Jodi Henrickson 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer List 
Kathy Baas, Rhonda Brouse, Eric Brouse, 
Ruth Campbell, Al Churm, Ken Holdren, 
Jude Kurtz, Sylvia Lewis, Robert Madden,  

Karen Raydel, Laurie Rhimes, Elmer 
Sabo, Eleanor Sandmeyer 

 
To the Family & Friends of: 

Florence Albeck 
John Gecsek, Sr.[Kathy Hahn’s Father] 

 
Serving in Our Military 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Collin Arndt, Jay Brennan, Rob Bromwell,    
Andrew Deck, Michael Deck, Rob DeWire, 
Casey & Logan Franks Derek R. Kirkner, 
Garrett Krum, Jason Lee, Jason McCann, 

   R. Marks, J. T. Mullen, Tyler Quinton,  
   Dalton Semiclose, Kurt Wimble 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Joann Campbell 
Graden Feldmann 
Megan Fitzpatrick 

Kevin Palm 
Brandi Sassaman 
Drew Sassaman 
Anna Tessarvich 
Leah Tessarvich 

 
Congratulations to All Trinity Seniors 

 

 



DANVILLE RIVERSIDE FOOD BANK 
An update from the Danville Riverside Food Bank 
    Feb:  267 families, 695 people served 
    Mar:  280 families, 680 people served 
    Apr:  372 families, 941 people served 
    May  325 families 
     
We can see the jump in families served from March to April and we all know why this occurred.  
With the ongoing circumstances created by Covid-19, we expect the numbers to continue to climb. 

The most recent distribution on May 9th went very well. Having no idea how many families to 
expect we prepared over 400 bags and boxes of varying sizes.  Our final count on families was about 
325, far less than the worst-case scenario but significantly more than what we were averaging a 
couple months ago. Once again, the distribution was done as a drive through and the Danville Fire 
Police were incredibly helpful. We can't say enough about their contribution. We will continue with 
drive through distributions for the foreseeable future. We did have a few more volunteers this time 
and everyone did a great job!  The next distribution is scheduled for June 13th.  While some 
resources aren’t available to us at this time, we’re hopeful that the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank 
will continue to be able to provide bulk frozen foods and fresh produce. We will supplement the 
distribution with Weis and Giant gift cards. The distribution will be a “drive through” event as it was 
last month. Since we aren’t able to gather in our churches where members generously donate various 
nonperishable items, we’re asking that folks consider a cash donation to assist in the purchase of 
grocery gift cards.  Checks can be made out to the Danville Riverside Food Bank and sent to Shiloh 
UCC 512 Bloom St, Danville, PA 17821. 

 Pastor's Schedule: 
Church Offices:  You can access all church offices by the East Market Street entrance. Church 

Office Hours are Monday 10:00AM -1:00PM., Tuesday-Friday 9:00AM-1:00PM 

 E-mail: trinitylutheran@ptd.net  Pastor’s e-mail: pastortlc@ptd.net  

Please call the office at 570-275-0283 to schedule appointments to meet with pastor. Office Hours 

are Monday & Thursday 10:00AM—Noon. Pastoral Care emergencies should be made to the pastor 

regardless of day and time at 570-486-3792. 

 Thank you! 
Pastor Trevor  
Pastoral Emergencies 

The Pastor’s emergency number is his personal phone number as published in the member 

directory.  Please be sure to add this number to your speed dial on your home phone, on your cell 

phone, or both. Pastor can receive text messages, also. Please contact the pastor directly when there 

is an urgent pastoral need (an emergency visit to the hospital, accident, coping situations, family 

death).  Please let the pastor know when there is a change in residence (such as from assisted living 

to the hospital, even if temporary).  We currently are not advised by area hospitals of when our members and 

member relatives are admitted, so we depend very heavily on the contact you make to the pastor and/or to the church 

office. Remember!  All medical emergencies require you to call 9-1-1! 

mailto:trinitylutheran@ptd.net
mailto:pastortlc@ptd.net


Please Note Information Below: 
 
Food Insecurity: Montour County Human Relations Department waiving applications for 
all county residents. CALL 570-271-3028 and they'll advise options. 
211 - system is up and running in PA, this is the first stop for referrals for individuals to 
agencies for assistance.  
 
National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800-273-TALK (8255) 
Nacional de Prevencion del Suicidio: 1-888-628-9454 
Crisis Text line: Text "PA" to 741-741 
 
Veterans Crisis Line: 1-800-985-5990 
 
Disaster Distress Helpline: 1-800-985-5990 
Get Help Now Hotline (for substance abuse disorders): 1-800-662-4357 
 
PA Sexual Assault Helpline: 1-888-772-7227 
Columbia-Montour Crisis Hotline (Women's Center): 1-800-544-8293 
National Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-7233 
 
Geisinger Coronavirus Hotline: 570-284-3657 
 
LGBT National Hotline: 1-888-843-4564 
The Trevor Project (suicide prevention, crisis intervention for LGBT youth): 1-866-488-
7386 
 
For anyone wishing to make a financial donation to the community, please do so to:  
The Good Samaritan Mission (they are still taking Crisis Calls). 
Columbia-Montour United Way (which has a COVID-19 Crisis Fund). 
Danville Area Food Bank (giveaways once a month continue). 
 

 

 

 

 

 



FINANCE 
  

CURRENT ACCOUNT—April 2020 
  

 
 INCOME:  
Member Giving                                     $   17,764.30 
Rent                                                              1,275.00 
Flowers                                                            114.25 
Outreach Income                                           500.00 
Invesco (Haney)                                             187.04 
Wells Fargo Interest                                    2,204.68 
Miscellaneous -Government Pay Ck        29,762.00 
                           Protection 
      
 
                                                  
 TOTAL INCOME:                               $  51,807.27     
  
  
EXPENSES: 
Pastor & Staff Compensation                $  10,929.14 
Music & Worship                                            395.25 
Parish Administration                                     557.23 
Church Property                                              280.36 
Apt. 1 339 Church Street                                  831.10 
Apt. 2 343 Church Street                                  779.82 
Ministry Expense                                               23.00   
          
    
TOTAL EXPENSES:                            $    13,795.30       
  
   
 
 
NETLOSS/SURPLUS YTD ACTUAL $   32,533.39 
 
[With-out payroll protection]                  $     2,771.39 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


